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IL Timor. wi 16, 17. 


All Scripture is given by-inſpiration 
of God, and is profitable for do- 
trine, for reproof; for corre&ion, 
for inſtruFion in righteouſneſs :, _ 

T hat the man of God may be perfe&, 
throughly furniſhed unto all good 


_ © works. 


HE Apoſtle having had occaſion in 
the fifteerth Verſe to mention the Ho- 
ly Scriptures, under that general Cha- 
rater, of being able to make Timothy 

| wiſe unto Salvation, thought fit toen- 

large ſomewhat more upon ſo oriown a Subje@t, 
and to give this particular and very magnificent 

Commendation of them, which is contained in the 
Words now read to you. 

. For the better underſtanding whereof, and ſet- 
ting the Argument comprehended under them in 
its true Light, permit me briefly to premiſe a few 

COT with regard to the Expreſſions them- 
elves. : 


I. The Firſt of theſe relates to the Subje&t-Matter 
of the Afſertion, AZ Scripture 5 where, I need not 
tell you, That St. Paul by Scripture meant thoſe 

h B ' Writings, 


— 
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Writings, which were generally received and re- 
verenced in the Church of God, as authentick Sig- 
nifications of his good Pleaſure; | Such-were the 
Books of the Old Teſtament, acknowledged to 
come from: Heaven: by the Mouth and. Miniſtry of 
the Prophets z and theſe ſeem to have been the 
Scriptures which Timothy is ſaid to have known fron 
a child. Cv.15.) And ſuch likewiſe were thoſe 
* am. cp. Of the New Teſtament then extant, which (if we 
IXVIE. Ne. attend to the * Time of ſending this Epiſtle) ma- 
ron, X[lI. vi- ny, indeed moſt, except the Writings of St. Joby, 
de Pearlov. (2m to have been. | 


pd And therefore + Learned Perſons have taken 


. F $» Sculte- Theſe into the account, and thought St, Paul very 


—__ : properly to intimate, that They alſo were equally 
Exam. Conc worthy of Timothy's ſtudy 3 of the ſame mighty 
—— vg Benefit and Uſe, and fuch as carried the fame ftamy 


hard. Loc. Of a Divine Authority, with thoſe of the Old Te- | 


Commun. de {; | ; , \T 7 
mga ftament, to which Men paid ſo profound and en- 
cap. XVIII. tire Reſpect. : hs $ IM 
_ But then || AZ Scriptzre is to be underſtood, (as 
| Nome? i the Schools ſpeak) not in a Diſtributive, but a 
rerdum Uni- ColleQtive Senſe 3 that 3s, We muſt interpret it of 
rerfalitatem the whole Body of Scripture taken rogether and 
fignificar, in- , , 

rerdum Ince- in the groſs, and not of each particular Paſſage to 


gritarem--It2 be met with there. The firſt Chuſe of the Text in- 
FAN OA” . 
07 id:m oft quod Zay 32493, adeGque ret vertitur Tota Scriptura. Sculter. 

Qui noſtram Inrerprerationem reſpuunt , obtendunt non dici wu # 22489 fed: 
7%0% 723i. Sed nec fi ſequaris Incerprerationen noſtram opus eric Articulo. Vox 
enim 52493 nonnunquam etiam ſine Articulo, fine AdjeQivo, fumicur Anronomaſtice,, 
ut Rom, I, 2. 2 Pet, 1. 20, Fac, Cappell. X 5 

Si aups|inms fumas vocem $857y or, & vocem myo vertas omnis, in caſſes- 
indues tc, ex qujbus vix: ce: poſſis expedire. Quaſi vel mimimus Seriprurz Sacre: 
verſus habeat omres hos uſus quos hic deſcribit Apoſtolus. Fac. Cappet- Vide quz- 
Sculretus ad locum & Gerhard. @ Bellarmino deprompris reſpondent, Loc. Comms 


Parr, I, Cap. I8, de Sacr, Script, P- L459, L147» | . 
deed. 
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deed js trne even in this mote rigid.ConftruRion, 
and an equal neceſlity of the Writers being led in- 
to all Truth, and fecured from all Errour, ſeems 
to lie upon every part of a Book intended for the 
Guide of Souls. But moſt afluredly it- is neither 
True, nor Neceſlary, nor ſo much as Poſſible, that 
each particular Paſlage ſhould be of that general 
Profit and PerfeQion, and ſerve the feveral Pur- 

ſes ſpecified in my Text, And This I take to 

ſo plain and obvious, that nothing could excuſe 


the mention of it, had not ſome Writers of great 


and very boaſted Name, been content to ſtoop to 
{o poor a ſhift as That of alledging againſt the Pro- 
teſtant Opinion concerning the Perfetion of Scri- 
pture, That this Text to Tiothy either proves no- 
thing at all in favour of it, or it proves a great 
deal too much : as making every Book, and every 
Period, a perfe&t Rule of Faith and Life 5; by ſaying 
that AP Scriptare 1s thus inſpired and: thus exceed- 
ing profitable. | 

\ To theſe Scriptures thus confidered, our Apoſtle 
gives two Noble Commendatians 3 Firf, That of 
their Divine ;Qriginal, A Scripture is given by in- 
ſpiration of God. Secondly, That of their general Uſe- 
fulneſs. And This again 1s farther illuſtrated, by in- 
ſtancing, Firſt, in the ſeveral Particulars, to which 
that Uſefulneſs extends, The Scriptare is profitable 
for doFrine, for reproof,. for correFion, for inſtrutiou 
in righteonſneſs. Secondly, By declaring the degree 
of this Uſefulneſs, and the Efficacy of the Scri- 
ptures-in thoſe reſpe&ts, for that; by their means 
the mar of 'God is capable of becoming perfett, 
and throughly furwiſhed unto all gopd works. _ : 
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* Cajetan. 
Chemnirius, 
Hemingius. 
Vatablus. Ca- 
ſtilio. 


+ Sculrerus, 


Grotius. Ger- 
hard. &c. 


By the Mar of God, the matter is not'great whe: 
ther we underſtand}, {with * ſome Interpreters) 
Every good Chriſtian, whoſe Heart and Life is de- 
voted to the Service and Obedience of God ; Or 
whether (with + Others,” the Biſhops and Paſtors 
of the Church 3 ſach'as Timothy himſelf 'was, and 
who being dedicated and retaining to God in a 
more peculiar manner, have a Title to this Chara- 
&er diſtin from the reſt of Mankind. For. in 
both ſenſes the Argument comes all to One. . Since 
what the Paſtors are bonnd to teach, the ' ſame 
their Flocks are bound to know, and believe, and 
do : So that this is but One thing conlidered under 
different reſpets. And therefore what is ſufficient 
or defective for a Rule to Men in One of thefe 
Capacities, muſt conſequently be 1n'proportion ſo 
to Men in the Other. 

Once more. That the Scripture is a ſufficient 


Supply for all the Neceſſities of this kind , the 


Apoſtle declares, by ſaying, That the man of God 
may be perfeFed by it, and throughly furniſhed to 
every good work, For That cannot be perfe# which 
wants any of its ſubſtantial Parts, nor is He #hroughly 
furniſhed who is ſtill under a neceſſity of ſeeking 
Supplies elſewhere. 

The Text in all this Latitude, miniſters much 
more Matter of Diſcourſe, than either the Time 
or Your Patience can allow. to be handled 
diſtintly. And therefore omitting wholly that 
firſt Part, which concerns the Divine Original of 
Scripture 3s as lefs ſuitable, and I hope the lefs 
needful for. this Mixt Andience 3 I beg Leave to 
confine my 'felf. to the Latter, which'the Chureh 
of Ergland, our Wiſe and Holy Mother, hath 

| thus 
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thus .expreſt in her Sixth Article of - Religion : 
The Holy, Scripture containeth all Things neceſſary 
to Salvation, ſo that whatſoever is not read therein, 


nor may be proved thereby, is not to be required of 


any Man, that it ſhould, be believed as an Article 
of Faith, or be thought requiſite or neceſſary to Sal. 
vation, If this be once acknowledged for Truth, 
1 do not ſee how any. Man fo. perſuaded, can 
deny the Scripture's Ability, of lies ws Wiſe un- 
to Salvation, and being a Compleat Guide in Points 


of Faith and Manners. , And ſuch I ſhall endeavour 


to prove it, by ſhewing, 


L Firſt, What manner ' of Perfe&tion that hs. 


which Men ought to attribute to Scripture, ard 
are warranted to expect from it. | 

II: Secondly, What general Arguments we have 
to, ground this Opinion upon ; and 

TI. Thirdly, How the Scripture anſwers this 
Charader 1n thoſe particular Inſtances mention'd 
by my Text. | 


Kh Th I am to conſider, What manner or 
ſort of 

to attribute to, and to expe@ from the Scriptures. 
And This deſerves to be the more heedfully at- 
tended to, becauſe the Liberty Some have taken 
of impoſing other Guides and Rules, beſides the 
Scripture 3 and the imprudent Zeal of Others, who 
profeſs to follow this in every Thing, and hang 
upon the Word and Letter of Scripture 3 have 
given Birth to many extravagant Opinions, and 
greatly, diſturb'd Chriſtianity and good Order. 


* Now 


erfetion that is, which we are allowed - 


/ 
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Now, Scripture being in the Nature of a Me- 
dium or Inftrument direCted to certain End, the 
beſt and moſt regular Way' of cotning to a right 
Underftanding in'this Matter, will be to take a 
ſhort View of the Deſign of Scripture, and what 
Degree .of Perfeftion is neceſſary to anſwer that 
Deſign. Or to keep cloſe to St. Par!s Expreffion, 


V. 15, To examine what is meant by Salvation, 


and what is requiſite to qualifie us for, and make 

Us Mae unto Salvation. | | 
I. Firſt, Salvation is but another Word for that 
Eternal Happineſs, which God hath appointed to 
be the Ultimate and Chief Good of Humane Na- 
ture 3 This Happineſs 1s propoſed not as our 
Fate, bnt as our Reward 3 and fince every Re- 
ward ſuppoſes ſome Works in Conſideration where- 
of the Recompence 1s beſtowed , it implyes, that 
Men muſt contribute ſomething to their own Hap. 
pine(s, and cannot reafonably hope to obtain it, 
without attending to thoſe Conditions, u the 
Performance of which the Reward 1s fuſpended. 
It implies farther, that the Notices of theſe Con- 
ditions, and the Right of appointing them, mult ' 
come from, and are Originally lodged'in Him, 
who propoſes and -promiſes that Recompence. 
And, 1f our Expectations and Defires of this Hap- 
py State, be Natural and Univerſal, it will fol- 
low from hence'-too, that Nature furniſhes 'Man- 
kind” with ſome ſort of Means and Abilities, a's 
well as Inclinations, to aſpire after it : For the 
Wiſdom and -Goodneſs of the Creator js moft_ 
eminently ſeen in This; that he deludes none of - 
his Creatures ' with vain 'Expettations, nor infu- 
{es any ſuch. Defires into them, as muſt of Ne- 
ceſlity 


—_— —_— i m—__ — 


_—_ 


it. 


£ 
 —_— 
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ceility be diſappointed. Theſe Abilities I take to. 
have been given in thoſe general Notions of Good 
and Evil, umpreſt upon the Mind of Man, at his 


Firſt Creation. - With ;regard to which St. Paul goo, n. 13, 


mentions a Law written - in the Hearts of Thoſe, 14, :5- 


to whom the written Law. was not imparted. He 
obſerves. the ſame pleaſing Tranſports, the ſame 
melancholy Miſgivings to riſe in their Breaſts, ac- 
cording as Their. Conſciences accuſe, - or excuſe: 
them : He declares, that in the Laſt Great Day 
of Account, They fhall be judged upon this. 
Iffue. Since then, there was a Time, when Man en- 
joyed no written Word at all ; ſince after ſome 
Parts of the World were bleſt with ſuch Revela- 
tion, yet Others were unfortunate in the Want 
of itz Since even Thoſe who had it not,” were- 
yet Accountable for their Adtions, The Conſe- 
quence is Plain and Neceflary'5 that the Holy 


Scriptures are not the: Only Method whereby - 


God hath been pleaſed to inform Men of their- 
Duty ; They -were not the Firſt, they were not 
the Univerſal, and conſequently not the ſole and 
perpetual Inſtrument of all our Privileges, and all 
our Obedience. h 
2.. But Secoudly, Whatever hopes Men could 
by Nature have, theſe had no other Foundati-- 
on, than a juſt and punctual Performance 3: and 
therefore. Sin quite altered the Caſe, and made: 


a farther \Revelation- neceflary. What St. Paul* 


ſays elſewhere of the Jewiſh Law, may with great: 
Fruth, and in-a very good Senſe, be affirmed of 


All Scripturey' that it was added becauſe of Tranfe 
.g&rejſrov., To Perſons thus concluded under For-- 


 teiture, no. Expectation juſtly could be- cheriſhed, 
* | 


no - 


- 
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no Saccour or ſolid Comfort could ariſe, other- 
wiſe than from God's expreſs Declaration, that 
he would condeſcend to freſh Conditions, and ad- 
mit us to another and better Covenant, ſuch as 
our lapsd and guilty State would bear. Hence, 
ſure it is, that the preſent Methods of Salvation, 
are term'd, The Secret of the Lard, The Myſtery of 
our Redemption, and the like 3 becauſe Theſe are 
ſome of the the unſearchable Dephts of infinite 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, ſuch. as no Humane Dif. 
courſe could penetrate into, 'no natural. Conclu- 
fions could infer : And, becanſe God was per- 
fetly Free in this whole Matter, he let Men 1n- 
to the Knowledge of it, by ſuch gradual Diſco- 
veries, as himſelf ſaw fit 3 and ſuch as dark- 
ned and degenerate Minds were capable of. This 
is the ſhining Ray then darted from above, 'to 
give our Souls once mpre the chearing Proſpe& 
of Bliſs Divine and Love Incomprehenſible. ?*Tis 
thus we are ſupported and aflured, that our Judge 
1s-not Irreconcileable, that our Sickneſfles are not 
yet unto Death, provided We will lend a help- 
ing Hand, and not obſtra& our own Recovery; 
Burt ſtill all this was not a new Creation, but a 
Cure; and therefore, like Other Remedies, ap- 
plyed only, ſo far as the Diſeaſe required : In 
other Reſpects, it left Men as it found them, 
and the Benefits of it will be ſtill more di- 
ſ{tinctly underſtood, if we be Diligent to ob- 
{erve. 

3. Thirdly, That God in all his Dealings with 
Mandkind does not at ſo much in Proportion 
to his Own Fulne(s, as to Our ' Wants. And 


therefore we have Reaſon to look upon thoſe 
0 Diſco- 


b 
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revealed, not all 'that' could be” revealed, but-, all 
that Men”had'- Occaſion for:::1n. this. Senſe the 
more ſparing Revelations heretofore; were pertedt 
in their Kind, thongh'-1n Degree. and Meaſure 
ſhort-,of Oars. The: Impreſiions of. Reaſon: at 
Man's Firſt-Creation, were {o:1n-ſome Senſe, be- 
cauſe that State needed no” mare:.4: So. were the 
Private and#*Perſonal +Difcoveries;;after the Fall, 
the Jewiſh®Law -and- Predictions: of : the .-Pro- 
phers 'afrerwards, Each'of which had- their ,,Day, 
and proper Seafon'z /as the' Manifeſtations. of--the 
Goſpel have Theirs Now, which are guru 16 
zior6-, the laft-concluding Diſpenſazion,,;.that 
which .completes, confirms,. and- cloſes. up. all-the 


Teſt... - In judging therefore the Perfedion, of Sci: 
pture, we mult ever attend fo. the Deſigg./it leaves; 


and 1ts Suffiiency«to .compaſiithat Peſiga. Far 
Example:: In the - Hiſtorical. ,.Part,;-we are; nai 
to expect a full and juſt Relation of all that hap- 
pened-in the World at that Time 5.09. nor; of. all 
that happened. to that People; of, whoſe: Afﬀeairs it 


more profeſiedly treats'z a/Competent Quantity.of 


the main and moſt fignificant Paſſages will ſerve. the 
turn 5 ſach as draw down az;juſt-Agcogat .of our 
Bleſſed Saviour, and wherein the Law. and Pality 
of the Jews, were Types of Him,:6r.of the Chri- 
ſtian*Charch; 025.2394 3) 30/7 ubetr ann. Hoy. 

Se again, The 'Prophecies ido.;not ,foretell, all 
that ſhould, happen under the Goſpe), nor every 
Thing to be: done by our,Lord: himſelf ;:but; are 
contented 'with' drawing the Principal, Lines, and 
"giving Repreſentations,”-and..CharaGters, ſo; like, 
and hvely, as when [the Son-of;God- ſhould. ap- 
pear in Fleſh, and I” to be FEWPRS 

wit 


0 
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with Predi&ions, might render Men exceed- 
' ingly to blame, if they did not accept and 
regard That Perſon, as the promiſed Meſlias, in 
whom thoſe Deſcriptions fo exaQly center'd. Nay, 
even in the Goſpel it ſelf, St. John "makes no 
Difficulty to own, that a World of remarkable 
and wonderful Things done . by Chriſt, are not, 
however, left upon Record 3 but that Enongh 
are left to bnild Men's Faith upon. "Now, it can- 
not be deny'd, but the All-wife God could, un- 
der each of thoſe Periods, have inſpired the Ho- 
ly Pen-Men with all that are omitted; or that 
he could, if he had pleaſed, have made bur One 
Period; and revealed 'all together 3 But when he 
did not 'fo, we have Reaſon to conclnde, that 
the Meaſure of his Revelations 1s directed by the 
End "of them 3 that he mtended not the Scrip- 
ture for a Repoſitory of all Truths, in the fim- 

le and molt comprehenſive Senſe of the Word, 
Bt of al which were needful to »»ake Mer wiſe 
unto Salvation, ſuch as their preſent Circumſtan- 
ces required, and what he intended they ſhould 
be accountable for. And, as he would not be 
Niggardly in theſe Communications, ſo neither 
was he Profuſe : Nay, from hence I argne, 

4. Fourthly,” That even all Truths, which may 
have any Tendency to dire& Men in their Du- 
ty, are not particularly and expreſly to be found 
there; nor 1s it all neceſfary, or indeed, (Hu- 
manly ſpeaking ) pofſible, that they ſhonld. And 
This dire&tly meets' with an Opinion,” unhappy 
in it's, Conſequences, but entertained, (it is to 
be hoped) out of an honeſt Zeal and well-meant 
Reverence for theſe Blefſed Writings, That 1 

ths mean 
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mean of Mers mot being allowed to do any thing, 
for which ſome expreſs Command, or Warrant, or 
at leaſt Example may not be produced out of Seri. 
pture, I cannot now ſtand to ſhew: the Danger 
and Uncertainty of governing our Lives by the 
Examples even of' Good Men 3 but ſhall endea- 
vour to prove the unreaſonableneſs of this Rule 
ia general, and to diſengage Men from the ma- 
ny fad Suſpenſes. and Snares, which. it 'is apt to 
bring unwary Conſciences under, by theſe follows 
ing . Particulars. = | ic \ 
Firſt, Let it be remembred, that our Obliga- 
tion, to obey the. Scriptures, does not ariſe from 
their. being Written, but from their- being the 
Diſcoveries of God's Will and our - Duty... Con- 
ſequently, Whatever comes to my Knowledge -as 
his. Pleaſure concerning -me, hath the ſame Hind- 
ing Power upon my Conſcience, be 'the Method 
of making it ſo known to me what it will. The 
Authority of - the Law-Giver, -and' the ſufficient 
Promulging-of the Law : Theſe are the Things, 
that induce. the Obligation to Obedience 5 And 
therefore, if God; who is*the abſolute: and only 
Maſter of my- Conſcience, have feveral ways of 
ſignifying; his Pleaſure, the particular ,Manner of 
doing it 1s accidental and foreign'to'this Binding 
Power, and makesi-not the leaſt-Difference in'my 
Engagement to Submitfion and Obedience. 3 
Now, Secopdly, We-may be fatisfy'd, that God 
not only-did;formerly, bur that he does" ſtill ufe 
other Methods:of- manifeſting his Will, beſides'that 
of the written Word. There have- been ”Tinies \ 
and Perſons: that knew no other Law. but'-Rea- 
fan.3- And when ans Oo x brigliter gs + 
2 e 
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he did not put out the old\ one, or forbid [tis us 
to walk by it's Light, ſo far as that is able 'to 
dire&t us. The very Divine Authority .of Scri- 
pture, and. the Reing of the God from whence 
that Authority, is derived, are Principles ariſing 
from Common Reaſon. And how abſird would 
it be to allow no Staridard of Truth in Religion, 
no. Rule of . Behaviour, but Scripture, 'when the 
Two Fundamental Truths of. all/}Religion mijſt 
be made out to-+us from .other* Priniciples,. and 


. cannot with any Fropriety of arguing be fetched 


from Scripture it felt ? 

Thirdly, The very Temper and; Compoſition'of 
Scripture: is fuch, ,as neceflarily”! "refers us to ſome 
other. Lule : For "This is'a 'Sy[ſtem of tfiixed and 

very different Duties. Some of Fternsl,afd Unj- 
verſal Obligation, Others Occafional and partieu- 
Jar, Limited to Times and Circumftances-3' and 
when Thoſe Occaſions and Circimſtances ceaſed, 
the Matter of the Confmand was loſt, and' the 
whole Reaſon -and Foree of! it' ſunk of courſe. 
This is obſervable,, more eſpecially in the ho 
Diſpenſation, but it is likewiſe - true” in ſundry 
other Caſes. Now theſe: Things being oftentimes 
delivered promiſcuouſly and- in- #enera}'Terms, 
Men muſt of, neceſſity have: Recourſe: to ;ſome 
ether Rule, to diſtinguiſh;:::and!;guider them in. 
making the juſt Differences; between the one and. 
the other Sort. And This-is' what Equity 'and 
the Reaſon of the Thing - muſt./d6, :where the 


. Ward of God it felf hath made ne exprels Dif- 


ference at-all. 
Fourthly, The Scriptures-a as a Rule of Faith ind 


Life, do not concern us, juſt. as the Words;and - 
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Syllables- are -ſ&t down-there 5 but according to 
the true Senſe, and Rational' Meaning of theiText. 
And in Order; to juſt- RefGlutions, of this: kind, 
many Qualifications are. requilite 3 A;;Mind truly 
Honeſt, and xrefjgn'd' to{'the;Wyl of- Gods-fincere 
and unprejudiced 31 the being got only; Content, 
but Defirous to. learn-z, and ready;'to;retrat- Er- 
rours, and reform. Vices; when. upoti a Fair, Exa- 
mination. they ſhall appear to;be ſach. To'This 
we .muſt,.ad; :-Diligence,,; and; Carey and Skill; 
ſach' ag-may engble.iYen ,torcompates. and; recon- 
cile, and form, a; Jadgment out of, the Scriptyress 
to conſider, the; Contexts, the Occaljons; the: Ex- 
prefiions, the, Genzus, of the; Countries, ;,and. Pro- 
priekies gf. Languages,, aod to. bs pon {pybFyom- 

dions In aterpretations; from. bence; : a5 ay 4 y 
Foc Scripture at Varjanee,:with: angihe A 

ere theſe Qualifications'iare; not!; tg. ' be: - had, 
there -a, meek - and quict;-Spirit, an orderly Sub- 
miſſion to honeſt and better Judgments, and. en- 
during to be Ignorant in, Matters; above;/pne's 
Reach... Now; all.;this is ' the! Work of - a: Man's 
own, noderftaniegtand, Will; aflified;by. God's 
Grace. z,,and- all {g.ineceflary,, that withoat. ſuch 
Application: and- Appeals:to fair unbyaſsd; Reaſon 
the very. Word'of Gad®, Land Way. milgyige. and 


proys 8, Snare tO Us, _;{61r ] coithe;) 95519!! 
Fifibly, The Nature. of. Humane: Aftions puts it 
out of diſpute, that the Scriptures / &'_can; ne- 


ver. bea full and. perfe&. DireQtion;:4n}; Point; of 
Duty, :., For. the - Circumſtances . of, Human. Life 
ace infinite; and depend;upon 2a; mulcude of, Ac- 
cidents, not to. be do rib | Py ſequently not 
to. be provided againſt... Laws: mult;rgn | 
in 
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in genersl Terms, and ſometimes the Intent of the 


Law is beſt fulfilled, by going connter to the Let- 
ter of it, In-all ſuch Gaſes therefore' Reaſon and 
Honeſty muſt guide us to the fitneſs of the thing, 


-and great Scope: ts- neceſlanily left to Equity and 


Diſcretion, -I allow. indeed; that God; who hath 


contented himſelf. with-general Rates; :cofild have 


deſcribed - all the Aceidents and Circumſtances, 
which he cannot+bnt foreſee and know exattly.' 


But there is no Reaſon why he ſhouldsland a great 


deal why be ſhonld-not. © *Tis:mneh better} thac 


he hath left us to draw general Rules tnr6'patttz 


cular Practice, and $63 us uponthe Tryal of do: 
ing this-fairly 3 of diſcharging a-Good Conſcience 


oy 


in poſitive:Obegience, ' where he hath dererttyined 


ings to Moral -Good'or Evil 3: and of following 


the” Meaſures of Integrity and Expediency,” where 


he hath left: them indifferent and-at large. i++ #7 
The Summ then of this Firft:Head maybe ea- 


fily drawa together, within the Compaſs of theſe 


few ſhorr-Conclufions, oo et oO 

"1, Firſt, As to the Myſteries. and Doctrines pe- 
cular to-the Chriſtian Faith, ſizeh' as) The Tacarnas 
tion and: Satisfadtion of our Bleſſed Saviour , the 
Juſtification: of Sinners by Faith, the 'Aﬀiſtsnces of 
the Holy Spirit,:the'Frinty of Perfons in'the Di- 
vine Effence, (which I make no'Scruple*to cat a 
neceffiry' and\ diſtinguiſhing Dod@rine 'of the 'Chri- 
frian Religion) - In theſe the Scriptures are our ab- 
folate-andienty- Rule, - For They-are Branches'of 
a New Covenam, <Revelations-of Stupendons'#nd 
Importarit-Concerrh ſetting forth Free ARSE Mer- 


cy 3, ſuch/as depended upon: no 'neceflary Cafes I 


Nature 5:ſach- as eoncern'd+ not Man if his primi- 
- | tive 


Commencement at Cambridge. -I5 


tive States and therefore not' within-the' Ken of 
Reaſon. Theſe could come: only from God, and 
upon Him: we are therefore'to depend entirely for. 
them. : $0 that when there is ſufhcient Evidence of 
His baving delivered -any-Matters'of this:kind Atl 
the reftis:to be taken upon oonteath 'and.his Trath 
and Infinite Wiſdom are 4 juſt Foundation of 'our 
Belief, how far ſoever the Matter revealed may 
exceed. our-Comprehenſion. ' SrvF'2t 
.. 2. Secondly, In Matters of Prattice the Scripture 
1s our Sapreme, ' though/not our only Rule. Thofe 
things which Reaſon and Nature teach, This enlar- 
ges and refines upott, and oftentimes:confirms with 
a freſh';SanQtion. It exalts our Vertges, andgdirects 
us to proceed upon nobler Principles; teaches/ſome- 
Duties not to 'be known withaur it, gives clearer 
Convictions of - ſuck as were RO __ rfeftly;. 
leads us: to ' Ends/ above nature, furniſhes Means 
above. the Powers of Nature: 3 /propoſes Rewards 
Heavenly and Divme., and helps us to do\more. 
than mere Men by xheir own diſcourſe contd:ever 
have done. $0 that'Revelation does notquench 
the Light-of Nature, but:adds'freſh oil, and makes: 
it burn the brighter 5- And by being more perfett, 
helping'our dimaeſs and dark fight, and taking place 
above-all other /Anthorines, it: 4s properly: Ityled 
by David, -.4'candle:to our feet, arid a lantern to our 
paths, (Pal. cxix. 105.) Son that whatever this: 
Word teaches, i which we might/ otherwiſe have 
known;, | has double/tye upon us's ;and Thar 
which ether Wwnt'of:| Underſtandmg-or-Corrupty- 
en:of Mind: would 'have kept” us in! agnoraict of, 
 when:found here; 'ts to be received with Submiſli- 
on-and Reverence, as an 1nviolable Law:, what- 
| ever. 
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ſuggeſt--or objett 10; the: contrary... . -42 
1 Ze, Thirdly, "The Pexte&ion of; Scripture. does not - 


ever: Fleſh:and! Senſe, : and: Worldly Wiſdom Ay. 


confine it ſc}f-r0ſuch; Matters,.of; Faith and: Pra» 


Rice ' as! are:abfolurely: neecfiary: to Salvation, but 
it as libetd)r-and well fraught with excellent Rules 
both: for. improving our Knowledge, and: adoriiing 
our. Profeflion..: -:}t conſults the Beanity and Grace: 
fulneſs, as well asthe Lite-and- Being: gtiChriſtianity, 


'Je(dire&8 he ſbining'ofcousLightyand tbexrinning 


aver others/þv [our: Prudende and; Good Example; 
an}.leaves us-genera} Hints; the; Efftigacy of which 
witt depend :upon:tbe Honelſty:and.Diſcretign. of 
partienlar> Apphcations - to eur; Own, perſonal, Exi- 
gencies:and 'Conditions.! il mage Pogo ig 01, 

+ :4:"Bur.ForrthlypPhere: are: many Caſes, :vihere 
Sctipture: caivi haye/nothing; at» all to: dg, except 
by-very-remore Confequences;: and: ſo far-only. as 
3 1mplied 1n-thetaregoingPagsticular. . Jen-thou- 
{and:AQzons of Himane:Life-there are; fſo:trivial, 
as ſoatdeto -deſerye ther deliberatian' 'of-- a: ſingle 
Thought.': Anditaexpet Laws and Deciſions from 
Almiglity'God-1n things of--no Importance, 'or:mo- 
ral Good or Evil; were ' to bring his Majeſty: into 
Contempt: and. therefore (here; Diſcretion: 15 our 
baly;/Guidejo*in-Thortz-and;ito conclude. this, Ar- 
gument:: inThe \Written«Word\of::God\is:to be 
eſteemed; Strffictent! and Perfed ;- but This) is to.be 
underſtood: of; having the Suffictency of: Means to 
the!End&; and what may-ferve the: Purpoſes; to 
whick nt;was-ordamert.” :/Fhe: Perfection ts that of 
An Jnftrwmeot, bur-then! Thisglike all other” Inſtru- 
ments;'Fequires''an-honeſty: skilful;-! and - dilgent 
Hand to manage and apply it Succeſsfully, And it 


Is 
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is no-Diſparagement to the Scripture's CharaCter, 
that Some 'by negleding, and Others by abuſing 
it, ſtill want that Saving Wiſdom it might. give 5 
Nor does itt all take off from the Perfte&ion of 
this Rule, that fome Caſes are'fo plain and obvi. 
ous, as not to need its/particalar Diretions, and 
that Ochers are of fo little moment; as not: to de- 
ſerve them. | | 


WH. Secondly, 'The Way being thus made plain, 
by rightly Staring the Perfection of Scripture, let 
us-now proceed to'the Second Part of our Buli- 
neſs, which'ts, To'inſtance in ſome general Argu- 
ments, which the Proteſtant. Opinion of the Scri- 
pture's Snfficiency, may very reaſonably. alledge for 
its ſelf. | iv 4 +77 

Now 'in order to make: Scripture a Competent 
Guide'in' the Caſes that properly concern it ,*Two 
things only are neceffary 5 That it be: Sufficiently 
particular and expreſs, :and that it be plain and. 
intelligible. That'as much be delivered there as 
the occaſion requires; :and;. That it:be delivered in 
ſuch a manner, as that Men-may improve. by it, 
and attain to the Knowledge. of .it.. Both which, 
to any Man who conſiders the Utes of Scripture, 
appear to be ſo neceſtarily. required; and-fo greatly 
related to, that'the' fame General Arguments. will 
prove both, and theſe that follow,” if I fniſtake 
ay may contribute"fomethingtoward- its... 
| Firft, A Conſideration: of. the Aathoe, Every 
Imperfection in the-Effec&:3s owing to ſome. Failure 
in the Cauſe; a 'want:of- Power if. 3+ be a Neceſlary 
Cauſe, or a Want of Wall if 'it be a Sufficient and 
Free Cauſe.” There was therefore excellent Rea- 

| D- ſon, 
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fn, why St. Paxl ſhould begin his Charatter of 
the Scripture's Perfection, with an Account of its 
being giver by inſpiration of God ; This IntroduQi- 
on carrying in it a very Significant Argument to 
enforce what follows. For where indeed: ſhould 
we expect Perfettion, if not from Him, who is 
the Sonrce and Samm of all Perfetion ? . He whoſe 
Power and Wiſdom are infinite, was moſt Tikely. 
to impreſs upon his own Ordinances ſuch Marks 
of Excellency, as might diſtinguiſh them plainly, 
and convince the World they were His; by being 
worthy of Him : And He, whoſe Goodneſs ant 

Mercy are the Eminent ſhining Attributes of the 
Divinity, might reaſonably be preſumed to exer- 
ciſe that Power and Wiſdom, when an occaſion ſo 
important as the Salvation of a whole World 
call'd for it. His own mere Bounty put him-up- 
on the myſterious Work of our Redemption, 'and 
can we ſuppoſe, that the very Terms upon which 
the Succeſs and Efficacy of that Work depends, 
are not ſufficiently ſtated and made known ? 

We are told indeed, no Writing can be a ſuffici- 
ent Rule, becauſe capable'of different Couſtrudi- 
ons, and that ſome Living Interpreter is neceſlary, 
upon whoſe Senſe we may ſecurely rely : .But what 
Underſtanding is fo ſhort, as not to ſee the Weak- 
neſs of this Argument ? For'is any thing ſpoken 
which might not be written 2 and would not the 
fame words when written, continue to be as fall, 
as clear, as plain and diftin&, as when ſpoken on- 
ly 2 Is not any Man's. diicourſe from his. Tongue 
as liable to be wreſted and perverted, as that from: 
his. Pen 2 If then that livieg Interpreter (whoever 


he be) might have his Senſe committed: to' wri- 
| ting 5 
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ting 3 and if that Senſe when not written, lies opert 
to the ſame danger of being miſunderſtood, as 
when it is written, then a written Word may be 
as plain and ſufficient a Rule as an Oral ohe. And 
if Almighty God could expreſs himſelf as plainly 


and clearly.as Man, (which to deny were moſt ab- 


ſurd and impious)then nothing hinders, why the Di- 


Gates of the Holy Ghoſt written in the Bible, might 


not be as fafe, as full, as intelligible'a Diretion, 
as any Interpretations, or Decrees, compoſed by 
any living Perſons, or Society of Perſons whatſo- 


ever. They might be ſo; I ſay, which proves a. 


Written Rule capable of equal Perfe&ion with an 
Oral one. And as the Nature of the thing ſhews it 
capable, ſo the Goodnefs of God' gives juſt Pre- 
ſumption of its a&ually being ſo. We are able in- 
deed to give ſome Account, why Humane Laws 
ſhould be obſcure 3 Men may not be always happ 

in their Expreſſions, .or-they may leave them oe 


cate and dark, and ftudionſly contrive ſome pro-- 


fitable Ambiguities : But God hath neither Frailty 
nor Intereſt to diſpoſe him thus. He fpeaks on pur- 
poſe to be underſtood 3 arid what 1s ſpoken fo as 
not to be underſtood, is fo far forth as if not ſpoke 
at all, To leave Men in darkneſs and diſtreſs, un- 
furniſhed with Helps, the want of which muſt be 


their Eternal Ruine, this is what we think but ill 


agrees With the kind Inclinations he Hath other- 
wiſe expreſ#d for our Happineſs. - And 'this will 

appear yet more improbable, if we confider, 
Secondly, What the particular Matter is, of which 
the Scriptures chiefly confiſt, and'are intended ro 
 inſtra& us in; This I'have already faid is The 
Second Covenant with fallen Man 5 and* that what 
D 2 other 
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other things are added there, 'are with Snbſervience_ 
to this Great deſign. And 'can we ſuppoſe that 


| theſe Great Charters and Indentnres are drawn 


1mperfe&ly ?. In other Sciences there may be many 
Common Principles and Helps deriv'd from abroad 
'and- theſe are ſuch as ſhine in ſome meaſure by 
each other's Light. But the DoCtrines and Myſte- 
ries of ' Chriſtianity are not in the*'power of Na- 
tare or Art to defmme; we have no further inſight 
here, than what the Lightfrom Heaven directs us 
to; and' Whatever of this kind God hath not made 
known to us, 'we are condemned to Doubts and 
Difficulties invincible, and can never bring, our 
ſelves to' know it atall. | | 
Thirdly, The' Sufficiency and Plainnefs of Scri- 
pture are both of them ſtrongly implied in Faith 
and Obedience, being made the Conditions of 
Everlaſting Salvation; and Unhelief and Diſobe- 
dience threatned with Hell and Damnation, to as 
many as live under the Knowledge and Light of 
the Goſpel. For if Belief and Practice muſt bring 
us to Heaven, then ſure God hath left a Complete 
Syſtem of all things neceſlary” to be believed' or 
done ; And if Men ſhall be damned for not be- 
lieving and not praQiſing, then ſure thoſe DireQions 
are ſufficiently-plain : Eſpecially too, if we refnem- 
ber, that theſe-Conditions' are not calculated for. 
the Wiſe, or the Learned, or the Great only 3 but. 
1mpoſed indifferently upon all Degrees and Capa- 
cities of *Men;* of what fize ſoever their Under- 
ſt5ndings*or rheir Attainments be _ For in,regard 
no Man is capable 'of Believing or Qoing,, what 
he ts notcapabte of knowing the Senſe and-Mean- 
ng 'of ; it' muſt needs follow, that in the Le” 
of 


od 
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of Salvation, God .hath, deſcended. to, the Weak 
and the, Common Man; and,made ,that which-i is 
neceſſary to All,  eafie and plain to; All. The Ex- 
tremity of warkin what 3s axe. amiſs, who, (a Fs gk the 


P/almiſt,. hi abide Bur. would not, the markin wu 


and ng. what could not Me be done a 
be a,much more inſuppoxtable  Extremity 2, And 
yet, admitting that Men.,.are.. condemned , to 
Wyerlafting .Tarments, , for failure, in, that. Duty 
of. which neyer gave them, ſufficient Means 
of Information, I cannot epprehend, but, that, this 
is the Caſe with them. , The. Force of which Ax- 
gument in general, That God mak needs have 
made ſufficient Diſcoveries of his Will,. is ſo cog- 
fetſedly evident, that the only, Fauk our. Adyer- 
faries find with us for alledging it,, is the con- 
fining thefe Diſcoveries to Scripture;  oply, 3 09 
raſtfe which Inference 1 add in the | 
Fourth place, That we; have no equal Evidence 
for any. other Supplementary Declaration.gf God's 
Will,” and therefore. we haye Reaſgn ro look. ups 
on the” Sc Scripture: Wide full. and. aficient., one. In his que 


Now, that ſuch, Eyidence. was ab blolu tely. need- Riad po" 


ful, a ppekes trop ence, That Ara mends fra funr, in- 
and fills up .the A of any. other ,Law, and veviuour ills 
to which. we muſt haye our Jafg, ;Bergprſs and — Fi- 
Appeal, does by that, Means, acquize , not. only-dem moreſg; 
equal, but in ſome, ſort a. ſuperiour, Apchority.to 717endb ſpem - 
at went before : 3 and eheretoohyt tt ſure, Charicarens! 
it ought to have it's own Authgrity,,.at caſt, VA edi Chr 
well confirm'd, asThat which/it \Prerends..t0'PErrfim. 1 + 
fect. Now, the Scriptures command. our. Alent. 
and OE. as Comm from. God, il hay: they: 
came from re aluced,. by their, Aur 
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___Fhar, Hong to alt 'we 'can reaſonably f 0B 
\ ctive of he muſt needs have ma 
Competetit x Pr 


ovine Proper? -and- Anthetitick. Teſtimonies of. a 
Commiſſion and Inſpiration truly Divine ; Thar 
the Miracles in'' which that Teſtimony confi ſted, 
were really performed, "we have the Report of 
Enemies as well 'as Frietids to. their” 'Dofrine z 
The Proof *of Tnfinite Converts won over by 
them, contrary to all the Intereſt. and Tnclinati- 
ons of Fleſh atid Blood 3 and” Laſtly, The con: 
currmg Conſent of the *Chnrch hiverſal in a 
Ages, which alone (all Circumſtance conlider'd 
is an Evidence -even Credible in it felE *Ti 
therefore the' Advancers of Traditions and an In- 
fallible Gnide'on the one Hand, and till the' Pre- 
tenders to 6 ene INuminations on the other, can 
bring g” equa Evidence for thetyſelves 3” but elpe- 
cn while they conititme the darkeſt Controver- 
may th all” Religion; we are _not to be blamed 


: - not admitting” them into *Competition ; and 


ſhall do'better' to ſuſpeR'theſe Pretences of Va- 
nity and” Enthuſiaſm, and © Proje& ; "than by 
admitting them * ro draw ſach a meaning pon 
the Words of this Text, as might ealily be ſhewed 
to introdace an inſpired Apoſtle, talking neither, 
good Argument, nor ſo much as Coherent. and 
common'Senfe. 

"The Siimim'then of my Second' Head is "This, 


ifion for” np underſtanding 
hey carinot eſcape ral Raine, Ta 
wiedge of in; Thi Kio ledge, in the Ke 
arly.C n, could; "come - the 
dg by BY = 


Dur 


& ReyUlatiÞttonly'4, It does not dppe 
ark fignalizd an "Utiriguttt'd any 7 Metho 
Rule 
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Rule of, this kind, in. ſo e eminent]; a manner, as. he: 
bath done the Scriptures; and, therefore we have 
reaſon to. believe, and to.reſpect the Scriptures, as 

that competent Proviſion. ;And now. having gone 
thro' ſuck general Arguments asſeemy maſt necefiary, 
fcome:tq the Third and laſt Things; Which, ic 5.4, 


Wi. To thaw in particular. 2s briefly ns 1 any 
How the:Scriptures anſwer, this Character, with 
Regard to the ſeveral, Inſtances..of their Uickulei 
neſs mention'd 1 the Text. e44 » <xþ FE tt 247: 

1. Firſt, St. Paul ſays, The Scripture Is rafts 
table. for Do#rine, by - which ;is commonly -un-- 
deriigey, a Declaration of (ach, Truths as. are 
neceſſa ry, to be believed..,, The Summ of,,,what 
is requiſite in, this Point, conliſtts of a _right,,In-" 
formation concerning God: and. our ſelves ;. What: 
He is, and what we, are and hope to, be 3, What 
he hath done for our  Sakes,; and How ,we ;may: 
reap the Benefit we Þ. it-ig our; own -Perſans, | and; 
become. acceptable ibis a ,; And of this the; 
Scripture. gives 2, large an clear Accaunt..-' It: 
traces us up.to our firſt Head, points to the Rock. 
whence: we were. hewn 3 deſcribes, our., Happy: 
and our Healthful State tells. when, and | how, our: 
Innocence. was- loſt, , ad ſets forthiboth+ 
neſs and the. Care; It preſents us; with: the Jojen 
furely Advances towards it, . the.;Perſonat Reve- 
lations to - the Patriarchs, The- Rites.,and :Fj-- 
gures of. Moſes's Law, The clearer Predidions, and: 
more refined-Rrecepts of the Prophets, apd Theſe 
accommodated, to, the. ſeveral Staggg of -t the; 


and tempered, all in.;fach. Proportion; ; as - thaB 
| ay Upaicg: guthered Stxroggh £q: digetkthe:! a : 


i $ ermon Pr each d at the ” 


laft, whiet! the fulneſs of Time was come, and Mat- 
ters ripe for the laſt and moſt perfett Revelati- 
on, it ſhiews us the- Saviour of* the World, 
the Son of God, and: in' Him all thoſe '\Shadows 
and: rongh-/imperfet Strokes finiſhed and filled 
up, all-: rtfi6ſe*/ Prophecies 'centring together; with 
marvellous Harmony and Confent.. To Theſe I 
might add: the *ſighnficant ' Providences '/ of *God 
to his People, the Jews, whereby St.i/Paxl ſays they 
becatne Tur, wwe, Patterns, and Timages 'of :the 
Chriſtian Age 3 no lefs than' in ther Law and 
Way\ of Worſhip. TI-might obſerve” the mighty 
Care and; Art” of filling every -Buok with Sign 
fications of- 'the ' Meflijah, his Character, and his 
Approach} ſometimes by Prophecies aiming diredt- 
Iy' ar him, (otetimes'by mix'd ahd more obfetre 
Intimations;, and thoſe breakings out -of the Spirit 
from -other SubjeCts- and: Perſons, into 'Expreffions. 
too" Lofty 'and Magnificent;to* be -literally and 
ſtrictly rrue'of any but'of Hirf. © But,which'comes 
mearer Hothe, here we haveivur: Souls? raiſed to 
hipher” and juſter Notions of*God and Goodneſs ; 
we are” taught to'worſhip him in Spirit and-in 
Truth, a'Setvice moſt ſaitable/ to the Majeſty of 
His Nature, and the Digttity- of our owns We: 
ſce the® Ndotable' Myſtery of the' Son of *God 'itt 
Fleſh 2and'a' Humari Body, exalted to the-Right-' 
Hand of-'the Majeſty -on bigh; ' a Perſon truly 
Divine*converſing with Men, courting "them to 
their - Happinefſes, preſſing, - impartaning ; nay, 
- which hoſt of all, a bu. bontans that' They 
may ivefor evet; - And whatever myſterious and- 
intricate Paſſtges the Scripture may contain, for 
the Exerciſe,” ſhall 1 ſay, 'or for the T__ of 
214! : en 
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Men Wiſe in- their own Conceits, yet, Theſe Mat- 
ters which make the Hiſtorical Account, of. our 
Redemption are related. in- Circumſtances fo na- 
tural, and +yet ſo-moving, 1n; Language ©: eafie, 
and ſo exprefiive too; that the! moſt Scrupulous, 
if a far and; honeſt; Reader may:i be ſettled: and 
convinced ; and the plaineſt and grofieſ{t Under- 
ſtanding may be enlightned. and edified by them. 
For whatever Darkneſs and Miſts may now obſcure 
theſe: ſaving: Truths, it is not: from themſelves or -. 
their original. Ambiguines, - ſo 'much. as from: the 
ſtudied Niceties. of Subtil and Deſigning. Men 
Who, under'-/Pretence of diſtinguiſhing. and ex- 
plaining, have-zather ccnfounded. and-. rendred 
them Unimeligiblez and many times diſtinguiſhed ' 
away-even Truth and- Piety it {elf :. But, blefied be 
God-we are not utterly at theſe. Mens Mercies, for 
to our Comfort, the Apoſile obſerves, Pre 

2. Secondly, That the Scriptures likewiſe Profi- 
table for Reproof's by which is commonly -under- 
ſtood the Cunfuting of Errors .and corrupt Opi- 
nions, -which oppoſeor impair the Truth, * Thug *1fi vii. 


20. Matr,xxit, - © 


among the Jews, the Law-and-the Teſtimony was 2, war. xii 
the Toneh and- Tryal, to- which all new Preten+ 24 "Hwis ni- 
ders were: to: be-brought. Thus our Saviour ex- '7' 7 7G 
. | . CLIGETINES (tn 
preſly attributes the Sadduces Error. concerning: the 25.0, x 
' Reſurre&ion anda Future State, totheir not know- yn qy* 
ing the Scriptures. And to the ſame Purpoſe the pd orfor 3h 
Apoſtle here ſends Timothy to the ,Scriptures, 'as a (cu ut alii te- 


Defence againſt thoſe Corrupt and/Perillous times 992%, i2vce? 


foretold in the Beginning of" this Chapter. -- The par 57 
earneſt Exhortations «of-all the -Pramitive Fathers, ** i" = Z 
to be much converſantin-theſeHoly: Books 3: Their * yds 
_ placing all the Miſchief. of . their, Divifions+to'the m5 dn. 
Account of neglefting ſoto do; the ſetting the Two Fora fo 
F 
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Teſtaments, in the midſt of the Ancient and pureſt 
Councils, as a common Umpire between all con- 
tending Parties 3 and infinite Teſtimonies and 
Commendations-to this purpoſe, ſhew moſt evi- 
dently, that the Written Word was always look'd 
upon as the Standard of Dottrine and Faith z That 
to which all ought to have -recourſe, to ſubmit 
to, and be finally concluded by. Traditionary Ar- 
ticles, and Infalible Interpreters, had then no place, 
nor-was it requifite they ever ſhould : For though 
St. Peter ſays fome Scriptures were wreſted #0 mens 
own deſtruttion, yet he acquaints us withal, how 
they came to be ſo. They were, he fays, the un- 
learned and unſtable, that did it, Men not well prin- 
cipled, and of a reſtlefs Temper. And if People 
will come to: this Rule with perverſe, unquiet 
Minds, with a Spwit of Frowardneſfs, and-Cavi}, 
and Contentian,. they may, no doubt, confound 
the cleareſt Things : Befides {which makes the Ob- 
jection much leſs formidable) Se. Peter ſays the 
72 Sucre, Pallages hard to' be underſtood were 
principally concerned 1n' this'racking 'of the-Senſs. 
And ſo long as Captious Wits exerciſe npon Theſe 
 enly, the Conſequence ts not. fo very great. They 
are the neceſlary Points in 'which-we maintain'the 
Suffictency of-:Scripture, and: I hope it hath- been 
proved, 'that what is not fall and- plain, cannot 
be neceflary.” If Men wonld read-the Bible with 
Honeſty and Diligence, with Meekneſs and Mo- 
deſty, the World would quickly come'to a:good 
Agreement 10 Things requiſite to Salvation 3 :and 
tor:the. reft, we may entertains different Notions, 
_ and yet all ſides be ſafe and quiet. And would 
Men but preſerve all that Charty and'Good Tem, 

per, which becomes Diſputes 'of ſmall. Importance, 
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it. would. ſignifie bat little, whether ſuch Contro- 
verſies- were ever agreed- or, not, When. Mens 
Eternal State is brought into hazard, when the 
Peace ofthe Pablick, or the Order of the Church 
is broken, when private Friendſhips ceaſe, and 
Miſunderſtandings and, Bickerings ariſe z Theſe are 
not the Effects of Difference in Opinion, but of 
the Vanity and Indiſcretion, the Intemperate 
Heats, and bitter Zeal of thoſe.,who differ, and 
not. content- to differ only, miſmanage and miſ- 
underſtand Matters, Jn ſhort, Holding the: Fazth 
in Unity. of Spirit, aud. in the Bond of Peace 
both, is beſt promoted, by Rightequſneſs. of Life. 
And whoever ſhall examine the Riſe and Growth 
of Hereſies and Schiſms,- will find. that Craft,and 
not, Ignorance hath. generally. been at the Bottom. 
Pride and Avarice, and Ambition, Envy and;;Li- 
centiouſneſs, Unreaſonable Pertinaciouſneſs, -and 'a 
Defire .of Popularity, - and in one Word, not ſo 
much .the Want as the Abule ,of , Wit 3... Theſe are 
the rank Weeds [that choak the; Good Seed, -that 
make the Word  Unfruittu},.. and : fometimes even 
enſnaring. And: to.clear. the Soil of theſe Nui- 
ſances malt. be every Mans own Care. ,. In ſhort. 
God. hath. done as much for us, as it. became him 
to do; he» hath: left, Neceflary Trath plain and 
obvious , he will be gracious to, innocent and:un- 
affe&ted Ignorance and..Miſtakes 5. and, therefore, 
tho? Allmay be decaved in unneceflary Points, yet 
None ſhall be deceived to his own Hartand Ruinez 
_ -Exceps thoſe: who wilfully deceive themfclves, or 
makeit their Buſineſs to-pervertand; diſturb others. 

3. Thirdly, the next Taſtance of the Scripture's 

| Profitableneſs is: in Corre@ios, that. is', according 
to: the common Acceptation .of, the Ward, Re- 
— form- 
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forming of Manners: And in this indeed, con- 
fiſts the peculiar -Glory of Chriſtianity, that it 
makes the World better, ſweetens Mens Tempers, 
purifies their Hearts and Aﬀe@ions, tames their . 

wild Paſſions, and checks thoſe Exorbitancies, which 
render them Odijous to God, Uneafie to them- 
felves, and Troublefome to one another. Thar 
no Man therefore might have Ignorance to pre- 
tend, this Do&rine, like a Light hung out from 
Heaven , defcries the Rocks and Shelves that 
threaten us with Shipwrack of Faith and a good 
Conſcience. And if it happen, (as God knows 
it does, and often will even to the Beſt of Men) 
that we be driven upon theſe Rocks, we are then 
inſtruted, exhorted, entreated, conjured to re- 
cover our ſelves by ſpeedy and ſerious Repen- 
tance 3 to call up all the Powers of Reaſon and 
Religion 3 and to _ us' the more, we are 
told the Dangers of Delay, the ſad Doom of Ob- 
ftinacy and Impenitence, We are kept in Awe 
even from our ſecret Sins, by the conſtant Pre- 
ſence, and ſtri& Obſervation of an All-ſeeing Judges 
One from whoſe Thunder no Covert can ſhelter, 
and from whoſe Eye no Darknefs can hide us 5 
One that does not only purſne us to our Cloſets * 
and Beds, but unlocks our very Hearts and Reins, 
and ſees all the Monſters, all the deformed Race of 
evil Thoughts and AQtions, even in their Embryo: 
and crude Conception. Here we have Vice un- 
mask'd, and ſhewn in it's Native Deviliſhneſs ; as 
the Blackeſt and bafeft Thing in it ſelf; the moſt 
Deceitful in its Appearances, the moſt Deſtrn-, 
ctive in its Effects. The Mother of-Sorrow, and 
Shame, and Death, that cheats ns with Imagina- 
ry Pleaſures of a Moment, and Satisfactions = 
| ee 
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flee from us in the yery-Inſtant of ſnatching them ; 
but leaves real and laſting Pains behind, abandons 
fs to all the Horrours of Guilt, and Confuſion, 
Amazement and Deſpair, ſowes.all the Seeds of 
Diſcord and Diſorder, breaks all Faith, cuts the 
Bands of Society in ſander, and after all the Ago- 
nies of Mind, Pains of Body, private and publick 
Miſeries on Earth, plunges Men at laſt into the 
Bottomleſs Pit 3 a Place of Vengeance and fruit- 
les Remorles z the Gnawings of a Worm that ne- 
ver dies, and the Burnings of a Flame neyer to be 
quenched. Theſe are the Terrors of the Lord to 
perſwade Men to be Wiſer,and Gupid ſure are They, 
whom theſe will not perſwade..,.. 

Once more, Foxrtbly, The Scripture. is ſaid to 
be Profitable for [nſtrudior 1» Righteouſneſs, that ' 
ts, The direQting us how: we may pleaſe, and be- 
come, like, unto: Gad. ;To this Purpoſe it pre- 
ſcribes, pure, and. holy earths” lean Hands, well- 
govern'd Paſſions, a:ftrit and watchful Guard 
againſt - Temptation +3 -a Mind eaſfie and re- 
fign'd to. Ho 7 beg » Taiſed above the preſent 
World, and therefgre Moderate in its Deſires, and- 
reſerv'd -ig its Enjayments. It conſults the Bene- 
fit of all Condi and preſcribes Virtues proper 
for every Relatzon and Capacity of Human Life.. 
It invites to the Prafice of Theſe, by their own: 
Lovelineſs and Beauty, By the Satisfations they 
bring to our Selves, and the Benefit they are of 
to Others: For if a Gracefulneſs of Behavionr,. 
and perpetual Conſiſtency with a Man's felf ; if 
the Eaſe and Tranſport of one's own Mind, and 
the Commendation of other People 3 If Health; 
| and Peace, and mutual Happineſs ;. If the Blellings 
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| which a Good Life hath a natural Tendency to 
produce, and thoſe-which it gives a Title-to, by 
recommending Men to the more Eſpecial Favour 
and Prote&tion of God; if the aſpiring to be like 
Him here, and the Afurance of being Eternally 
Happy with him hereafter : If Theſe, Ifay, have 
any Charms, /and ſurely Charms they have to - 
all, but loſt and ſtapified Souls) then 4t muſt be 
acknowledged, that Men want no ſutfhcient In- 
ftru&ion in Righteouſneſs, while they enjoy the 
Scripture. ' | *. 
Theſe are the Four 'Topicks reſulting from the 


pret Evvnplony as{ſome do, of | ſtrengthning, that 


which is 


it not ſupply us with on theſe; Occaſions ? What 
firm Grounds of a ſtedfaſt_Confidence.in an Al- 
mighty and Compaſlionate Father, a Father always 
| able, and always ready to help; a Father, that 
chaſtiſes becauſe he loves, and only grieves with 
a Deſign to profit > What Patterns of diſtreſt and 
injured, and of rewarded and ſacceſsful Virtue does 
It ſet before our Eyes, and bids us arm our Minds 
by Their Examples ? The Patriarchs, the Prophets, 
the Apoſtles, but above all, the Meek and Suffering 
Jeſus ! And' here, how Glorious a Scene does it 
draw, what Triumph what Crowns does it propoſe, 

; how 
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how raviſhing a Proſpe&t does it open, 'by thoſe 
Aſſurances, that all who ſuffer for and with him, 
ſhall alſo live and reign with him for ever ! The 
ſweet Tranſports of a Good Conſcience, the Sup- 
porting Senſe of. a: reconciled God, but eſpecially 
the Experience of his Favour, and the Earneſfts and 
ExpeQation- of a Bleſs'd Eternity 3. Theſe- break in 
upon Good Men like Light through a Cloud; and 
are able, 'if well and warmly applied, to charm 
all onr Griefs, and all our Fears, ' to calm and 


ſmooth.our very rougheſt Paſſage. thro” this Valley 
| of Tears, - and. to take out the Sting of. that laſt. | 


greateſt Terrour to poor feeble Men, by ſoftning, 


nay eyen recomiending 'T emporal Death it ſelf 


to Us, 5 *: a. 46-0 00” "DF 
Q Welcome therefore Holy Religion to us dark 
wretched Mortals:! Welcome, thou Bleſt, thou 
; ok, Puri ns $5 the Place from 

comelt;and Wife and Good, like Him 
e And may, (my. Chriſti- 


» 
oy 
% 


in, oar; Thoaghts, our Stadies and 
Ires. :- This be writ entire, and fairly co- 
pied notin our Memories only, but our Hearts ; 
and thence ſhine'Bright in all our Converſations. 
And Reaſon good.there is, why This Divine Vo- 
lame ſhonld Ts the Choice of all our Labours ;: 


for This will fan&ifie our other Studies, enlarge our 


Underftandings, refine and exalt our Souls, and. 
reach us not only to excel] Others, but Daily to- 
excell our Selves. "Fhis is the only Exceptton to- 
the Preacher's Charater, I» mmch of all other 
knowledge, there is much ſorrow, but this makes us- 
wiſe with Pleaſure and Safety 3 not only wiſer -_ 

: ; tn1s + 


- 


ever. Firſt. and Beſt in our- - 
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this World, than the reſt of our Learning can, bue, 
which is beſt of all, and a Prerogative peculiar to 
its ſelf alone, This makes us wiſe for Heaven, and 


to Salvation. 
All Thanks therefore and due Praiſe be ren- 


_. dred to our Gracious God, for theſe his Revela- 


tions, Praiſe for their General Benefit and Influ- 


encez but double Praiſe for thoſe Advantages, by 


which we have not only Leiſure, but Obligations 


and Indiſpenſible Enga pegs to employ our ſelves G6 


in thoſe Holy and: He _ Studies 3 Praiſe for. 
the Bounty of thoſe venerable Saints, whoſe Be- 1B 
neficence hath Dedicated ſo mapy- Souls to God, 
and made' Proviſjon/for« win ng 4 
their Holy Lane, ſo. FT, 


fo provoke our ſelves 
and others to Good Works, 29d the het Labour of | 
Love, it is now my Duty to rehe; | | = 
the Recital at this nd, At ns JE: 


Here fallwoed the. fat of 
BENEF ACTOR S. 


To God the Father, Sou and Holy Ghoſt, be all \| 
Honour and* Glory, now and for evermore, Amen, - | 


Fj 
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